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Summary 
This map represents the human footprint in the region encompassing the Central Tien Shan Landscape 
(CTS), Kyrgyzstan. The human footprint is a proxy for potential current and future degradation. 
 
Description 
 
This map represents existing and potential future degradation and human threats to snow 
leopard, their habitats, and their prey (such as hunting of snow leopards and prey, human 
wildlife conflict, etc). It is based on measures of human accessibility that includes distance to 
roads, distance to population centers, and land cover and land use. Input layers were reclassified 
and then summed to produce a potential degradation and human influence layer (Sanderson et 
al. 2002). See reference below for more information on methods.  The scores were calibrated to 
impacts of infrastructure and land use on snow leopards, prey and their habitat, but applied uniformly 
across the entire analysis extent.  Thus, in other parts of the region, user disgression and expertise is 
advised in using the map to express potential impacts on other species and habitat types. 
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